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their choice of him when, a month later, he met and decisively
defeated near Ascalon a large force of Egyptians marching
.to the relief of Jerusalem. This completed the triumph of
the First Crusade. In spite of the selfishness and dissension
of its leaders, their ignorance of the country and the inade-
quacy of their preparations, the objective had at last been
attained. Antioch and Jerusalem had been captured, and
both Seljuks and Fatimites had been routed in pitched battle
and forced to leave the victors in possession. Four Latin
States had been founded in Syria and Palestine, and it now
remained to be seen whether these could be established in
perpetuity, and a solid front be maintained against the efforts
of the Moslems to recover what they had lost. At any rate,
when the twelfth century opened, the Western Christians
seemed to have triumphed over Islam in the East as definitely
as they had previously in the West.
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